
Organizational Meeting
January 10, 2023

5:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Helgeson, and Sorensen.

Members absent were Merritt.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen and Elizabeth Jackson.

Others in attendance were Rick Hager, Jason Winter, Dan Simon, and Paula Simon.
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

The Oath of Office was given to newly elected officials; Craig Helgeson and Nicholas Sorensen.

Agenda – Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve the agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Resolution 2023-01 Stating Annual Designations – motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve Resolution 2023-01. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Board Appointments – Mayor Thomas made recommendations to fill the vacancies in the Planning & Zoning Board and the EDA Board. Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to approve Mayor Thomas’ recommendations. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Part Time Bartenders – Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to hire Erica Johnson and Paige Schienbein as part time bartenders for the Medford Liquor Store at $12.09 per hour. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to adjourn the Organizational Meeting at 5:06 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at _____________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ____________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _________________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting

January 23, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were: Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Petersen, Jackson, Rahrick, and Theobald and Rick Hager.
Others attending were Kay Fate, Jason Winter, Ollie Schmidt, Marie Sexton, and John Anhorn.
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from General Public/Organizations – none

Agenda – Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member re4quests separate action.

Approval of the December 19, 2022 regular and special council meeting minutes and the January 10, 2023 special council meeting minutes.

Approval of the December and January city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the December check register numbers E4629-E4647, 16888-16962, and 50548-50665.

  Approval of Healthy Seniors of Steele County Temporary Gambling Permit Application.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Planning & Zoning Board – did not meet.

EDA Board – did not meet.

 Park/Pool Commissioner Report – Council member Sorensen had nothing new to report.

Water/Wastewater Commissioner Report – Council member Merritt requested to schedule a walk thru of the wastewater treatment plant with contract operator Fischer.

Liquor Store Commissioner Report – Council member Mueller stated the new point of sale was installed and operational. The pull tab selection has been expanded. Summer planning of new events is currently underway.

Streets Commissioner Report – Council member Helgeson had nothing new to report.

Fire Department – none.

City Attorney – Attorney Rahrick presented a document that another City utilizes to put items on Council meeting agendas.

City Engineer – 


Resolution 2023-02 Approving Plans and Specifications and Ordering Advertisement for Bids – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve Resolution 2023-02. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


WWTP Update – Engineer Theobald stated there is still a possibility of connecting to the City of Owatonna and discussions are still underway.

Mayor – 


Direct Deposit – Mayor Thomas stated the Medford Bank doesn’t have the capability to process direct deposit with the City of Medford’s accounting software.


Fire Hall Committee – Mayor Thomas stated he would like to create a fire hall committee. Council consensus was to create the committee with Craig Helgeson as the lead of the committee.


Civic Club Discussion – Mayor Thomas stated he had met with the Civic Club regarding the expenses of Straight River Days that are being incurred by the City of Medford. The Civic Club is working on getting some of these expenses paid through sponsorships for Straight River Days.


Medford School Speed Limit Update – Mayor Thomas stated the 45mph signs are back in place.


Ice Rink Discussion – Mayor Thomas stated he would like to discontinue the ice rink in future years and move the warming house to the sledding hill.


Employee Retention/City Wages – Mayor Thomas stated a special meeting would be held at a later date to discuss city employee benefits.


Enterprise Funds Transfer – Mayor Thomas stated he wanted to use the Liquor Store funds to offset any shortfalls in the current year’s budget. Clerk Jackson stated the City Auditors highly advised against doing that, as the liquor store fund does not have a lot of cash in it.

City Administrator – 


Public Works/General Update – Administrator Petersen presented a memo to Council.


Contract Operator Resignation – Administrator Petersen presented Andrew Fischer’s resignation as contract operator. Fischer stated he would continue to be the contract operator for the City of Medford until Administrator Petersen obtains his wastewater license for $1,750.00 per month.


Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve extending Andrew Fischer’s contract for March 2023 at $1750 for the month. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Clerk – 


City Financial Report – Clerk Jackson presented a memo. 


Medford Liquor Store Check Acceptance – Clerk Jackson presented a memo stating the City had received several checks in the last few months at the Liquor Store that were returned as NSF. Clerk Jackson recommended Council discontinue allowing checks as a form of payment at the Liquor Store. 


Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to discontinue allowing checks as a form of payment at the Medford Liquor Store effective February 1, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

 Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, February 27, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Board of Appeal & Equalization Meeting – Monday, April 24, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to adjourn the regular council meeting at 7:56 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at _________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ___________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular Council Meeting
February 27, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, Sorenson, and Helgeson.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen, Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, and Brandon Theobald.

Others attending were Marie Sexton, Jason Winter, Nick Goodnature, Rachel Heinrichs, John Anhorn, and Kay Fate.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the General Public and Organizations – Nick Goodnature read a letter to City Council from several of the liquor store bartenders asking Council to hire Rachel Heinrichs as the Municipal Liquor Store Manager.

Jason Winter addressed Council regarding the confusion the 55mph sign by the Medford School is creating.

Agenda – Add meetings/workshops as Item A under Mayor. Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve the agenda as amended. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – Agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member requests separate action.
Approval of the January 23, 2023 regular council meeting minutes.
Approval of the January and February city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the January check register numbers E4643-E4684, 16963-16988, and 50666-50711.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Planning & Zoning – did not meet.

EDA Board – did not meet.

Park/Pool Commissioner Report – Clerk Jackson and Council member Sorensen will work on gathering information to bring to the next Council meeting regarding pool and swimming lesson rates for 2023.

Council member Sorensen will work with Marie Sexton in trying to obtain grants for the Medford Swimming Pool.

Water/Wastewater Commissioner Report – Council member Merritt had nothing new to report.

Liquor Store Commissioner Report – Council member Mueller stated the liquor store had been very busy and sales were increased. A new ATM machine had been purchased for the liquor store and the bean bag boards had been sponsored for bean bag league in May.

Streets Commissioner Report – Council member Helgeson had nothing new to report.

Fire Hall Committee Report – Council member Helgeson recommended Council approve Jason Winter, Mary Cronin, Erin Sammon, and Matt Mullenbach to be new members of the Facilities Committee. 

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to approve the new members of the Facilities Committee. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Attorney – Attorney Rahrick stated the City’s fine schedule and ordinances were being added to Steele County Sherriff’s computer software so deputies can write tickets within Medford City limits.
City Engineer – Engineer Theobald gave Council an update on the 2023 street project.


Cooperative Agreement Between Steele County and the City of Medford – motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the Cooperative Agreement with language being added to include a sidewalk being installed in 2024 and the City Attorney and Steele County clarifying language in the agreement. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Resolution 2023-03 A Resolution Calling Hearing on Assessments for 2023 Street Improvement Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve Resolution 2023-03, with an 8.75% interest rate on assessments for a 15-year payment term, and remove Jones property from assessment rolls. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Mayor – 


Meetings/Workshops – Mayor Thomas stated special meetings/workshops would be held on Wednesdays at 4:30.
City Administrator – 


Public Works Update – Administrator Petersen presented a memo.


Municipal Liquor Store Manager – Administrator Petersen recommended Council hire Rachel Heinrichs as the Liquor Store Manager effective March 13, 2023 at a salary of $49,961.60 per year. Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to hire Rachel Heinrichs as the Liquor Store Manager. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Bonding Update – The City of Medford staff and engineers along with staff from the City of Owatonna attending meetings at the State Capital regarding bonding money for a possible connection between Medford and Owatonna for the wastewater treatment plant.

City Clerk – 


Financial Report – Clerk Jackson presented a memo.


Swimming Lessons – tabled until next Council meeting.


Final Pay Request from R.A.W. – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to approve Clerk Jackson to send the final payment after the fire hydrant markers and street sign have been installed. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Fire Department – nothing new to report.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, March 27, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Board of Appeal and Equalization – Monday, April 24, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at _________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ______________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by __________________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting

March 27, 2023

6:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, and Brandon Theobald.

Others attending were Vern Owens, John Paul, Rosana Vick, Marie Sexton, Mark Heaser, and Kay Fate.
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

2023 Street Improvement Project Update – 


Engineer Theobald gave a brief update on the project and the assessments.
Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to open the public hearing at 6:11 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Public Comments:


Rosana Vick, 413 and 415 2nd St S.W. and 511 2nd St S.W. presented a memo to Council with concerns regarding project construction costs and project development, construction observation, inspection and administrators cost. City Council and Engineer Theobald stated that any issues that may arise after construction of the project will be handled between the City, the contractor, and the engineers to correct those issues.

Mark Heaser, 415 3rd St S.W. stated the curb and gutter by his property doesn’t drain properly. This issue will be addressed during the project construction.


Vern Owens, 410 1st St S.W. asked about the wide part of the road. That will be going back to sod. Vern Owens also asked questions on behalf of Thomas Rosecke and Malcolm Hall. The engineer will work with Rosecke to make sure he has access to his driveway during construction. The broken shut off valve in Malcolm Hall’s property will be repaired.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to close the public hearing at 6:33 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Resolution 2023-04 adopting assessment roll – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-04. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Resolution 2023-05 Accepting Bid for Improvement Project 2023-01 – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to award the bid for Improvement Project 2023-01 to Bituminous Materials Inc. for $369,207.40. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to adjourn the special council meeting at 6:36 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ____________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by _______________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ___________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting
March 27, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, Helgeson, and Sorensen.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, and Chad Langeslag.

Others attending were Rosana Vick, John Paul, Jason Winter, Kay Fate, John Anhorn, Dyann Reinhard, Marie Sexton, and Judy Bauer.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from General Public and Organizations – none.

Agenda – Under Mayor, add Item E, water workshop and Item F Administrator Director of Operations position. Move City Attorney to before committee reports. Add City Council procedures to City Attorney. Move pool employee wages to Park/Pool Commissioner Report.
Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the agenda as amended. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – Agenda items are approved by one motion unless a council member requests a separate action.
Approval of the February 27, 2023 regular council meeting minutes.

Approval of the February and March city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the February check register numbers E4685-E4731, 16989-17017, and 50712-50797.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Attorney – 


Contract Operator Contract Extension – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to extend until July 31, 2023 Andrew Fischer’s contract subject to the terms of the previous contract without the written notice requirement. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Attorney Rahrick stated the Cooperative Agreement had been rewritten to include a sidewalk along County Road 12 as long as MNDOT approves the sidewalk, the County will contribute 75% to the sidewalk.


City Council Procedures – Attorney Rahrick presented a document used by the City of Fairmont. Rahrick will bring a final draft of this document to the April council meeting.

Planning & Zoning Board – Chad Langeslag gave a brief update of the Planning & Zoning meeting. The Zoning board recommended Council not change the City ordinance to allow chickens within City limits. 

The Zoning board also recommended Council have the City provide snow removal only on CSAH street sidewalks.

EDA Board – did not meet.

Park & Pool Commissioner Report – 

2023 Pool Rates – Motion by Sorensen, seconded by Helgeson to set swimming lesson rates at $35.00/child for resident, and $50.00/child for non-resident and discontinue the price break for 3+ kids, swimming lessons will be for 8 contract days instead of 12 contract days, and to set the family resident pool pass at $85.00 and non-resident family pass at $100.00. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

2023 Pool Wages – Clerk Jackson presented a memo. 

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Thomas to approve the following 2023 pool wages and to approve all recertification being reimbursed by the City at the end of a completed pool season without any unexcused absences. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Pool Manager -
       $15.00/hour


Assistant Manager - $14.50/hour


WSI/Teach Lessons - $14.00/hour


Returning Lifeguard - $13.50/hour


New Lifeguard -           $13.00/hour

Water/Wastewater Commissioner Report – Council member Merritt had nothing to report.

Municipal Liquor Store Commissioner Report – Council member Mueller stated the inside of the liquor store had been painted. The food trucks have been a successful addition.

Streets Commissioner Report – Council member Helgeson stated pot hole patching had begun.

Facilities Committee Report – Council member Helgeson stated the meeting had been postponed.

City Engineer – nothing.

Fire Department – nothing.

Mayor –

Bonding Bill Update – Mayor Thomas gave a brief update on the City and Steele County going to the Minnesota Capital and meeting with legislators concerning the bonding bill.
Speed Limit Sign – the 55 mph signs have been removed the Medford School.
Compost Site – Signs have been ordered for the compost site. The compost site will be open April15 – November 1, 9am – 5pm, Monday – Saturday.

Sidewalks – Motion by Thomas, seconded by Mueller to approve the Zoning Board recommendation to provide snow removal on CSAH roads only. Thomas aye, Mueller aye, Sorensen aye, Helgeson aye, Merritt nay. Motion carried.

A future special meeting will be scheduled for Council to discuss the wastewater plant.

Administrative Director of Operations Position – Mayor Thomas stated the job description does not state that a water and wastewater licenses are required. Council would need to decide if they want to change the job description.

City Administrator – 

Public Works/General Update – Clerk Jackson presented the Administrator’s memo updating Council on the public works and general city activities for the previous month.
Part Time Public Works Worker – motion by Thomas, seconded by Merritt to post and hire a part time public works worker at $15.00 per hour. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
City Clerk – 
Financial Report – Clerk Jackson presented a memo.
Final Engineering Invoice – 2021 Main Street Project – Clerk Jackson presented the final invoice to Council for informational purposes only.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, April 24, 2023, 7:00 p.m.
Board of Appeal & Equalization – Monday, April 24, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to adjourn the regular council meeting at 8:31 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ___________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ______________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ________________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting

March 30, 2023

4:15 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, and Helgeson.

Members absent were Sorensen.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson.

Others attending were: none.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 4:15 p.m.

The purpose of tonight’s meeting was to discuss the pool manager wages for the 2023 pool season and to discuss the 2023 pool season family pass rates.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to have the 2023 Medford Pool Manager wage be $17.50/hour. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to change the family pass resident rate to $105.00 and the family pass non-resident rate to $130.00 for the 2023 pool season. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to adjourn the special council meeting at 4:27 p.m.

Minutes approved at _________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by _______________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _______________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting

April 12, 2023

4:30 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Helgeson, and Sorensen.

Members absent were Merritt.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen and Elizabeth Jackson.

Others attending were Greg Sanborn, John Anhorn, and Marie Sexton.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

The purpose of tonight’s meeting was to discuss items relating to the future of Medford.
Council discussed employee retention, health insurance, the water and wastewater plants, rules of procedure for City Council members, and streets.

Council took no action at this meeting.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to adjourn the special council meeting at 5:30 p.m.

Minutes approved at _______________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ___________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _________________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting
April 19, 2023

4:30 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Member absent were: none.

 City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen and Elizabeth Jackson.

Others attending were Mathias Heinrichs, Rachel Heinrichs, and Marie Sexton.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

General Public Comments – Marie Sexton state the City of Medford needs to maintain a stable workforce and end the constant employee turnover.

Employee Comments/Concerns – Rachel Heinrichs stated the City of Medford needs to offer better benefits in order to attract and keep good employees.

Employee Retention Discussion – Administrator Petersen made recommendations for possible changes to health insurance, health savings accounts, wages, and on call pay. 
No official action was taken by Council at this meeting.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to adjourn the special City Council meeting at 5:28 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ____________________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ________________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ______________________________________________________Mayor.

City Council Board of Appeal and Equalization

April 24, 2023

6:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Sorensen, Helgeson, and Merritt.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen and Elizabeth Jackson.

Others attending were Brian Anderson, Marie Sexton, and Tom Reineke.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The purpose of the Board of Appeal and Equalization is to allow property owners the opportunity to review their market value for tax purposes as set by the Steele County Assessor’s office.

City Council decided to make the Board of Appeal and Equalization meeting an open book meeting. By going to Open Book format the citizen of Medford will come directly to the assessor’s office and have until the County Board of Equalization to have their property reviewed.  Decision was unanimous to go to open book.  
Brian Anderson presented the highlights of the 2022 assessment report. The total estimated market value of the City of Medford increased by 7.4%. There were 24 home sales in Medford in 2022.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to close the public comments at 6:08 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ______________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting
April 24, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen, Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, Rachel Heinrichs, Rick Hager and Mathias Heinrichs.

Others attending were Marie Sexton, Tim Amberg, Jenny Amberg, Val Mullenbach, John Anhorn, Jason Winter, Matthew Mullenbach, Dyann Reinhard, Brian Mechura, Lexi Mechura, and Kay Fate.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the General Public/Organizations – Matthew Mullenbach read a prepared statement to Council addressing concerns and compliments regarding elected officials and the Medford Liquor Store.

Rachel Heinrichs read a prepared statement to Council addressing concerns and compliments regarding elected officials, the Medford Liquor store and City staff.

Jenny Amberg requested Council consider reimbursing the 2nd half of lifeguard certifications for the returning lifeguards that were paid half of their certification costs in 2022. Clerk Jackson will ask for Council approval later in the meeting.

Mayor Thomas addressed the statements made by Matthew Mullenbach and Rachel Heinrichs.

Agenda – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Brian Mechura Insurance Claim – Brian Mechura presented pictures and 3 quotes obtained for repairs for the damage to his basement due to a water leak. Quotes will be turned into the City’s insurance company and an adjuster will be sent to the Mechura residence.

Consent Agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member requests separate action.
Approval of the March 27, 2023 special and regular council meeting minutes, the March 30, 2023 special meeting minutes, and the April 12, 2023 special meeting minutes.

Approval of the March and April city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the March check register numbers E4712-E4736, 17018-17056, and 50798-50893.

Medford Fire Relief Association Temporary Liquor License Application Request.

Medford Municipal Liquor Store Temporary Liquor License Application Request.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Planning & Zoning – did not meet.

EDA Board – Council member Mueller stated the EDA Board had approved a grant request from John Anhorn for Anhorn’s Gas & Tire to have a garage door replaced.

Mueller stated the EDA Board is still interested in going forward with a digital sign. 

Park/Pool Commissioner Report – Council member Sorensen stated the pool is fully staffed for the 2023 season. A flyer with all details regarding the Medford Pool will be sent out in May. Sorensen is working on obtaining quotes for pool updates.

Water/Wastewater Commissioner Report – Council member stated a VFD/pump needed to be repaired at the wastewater plant.

Liquor Store Commissioner Report – Council member Mueller stated the bean bag league would begin on May 9th and the Liquor Store would be having food trucks/vendors every week.

Streets Commissioner – Council member Helgeson stated street patches were currently being looked at.

Facilities Committee – Council member Helgeson stated the committee is looking at possible grants and different construction updates/ideas.

City Attorney – 
Volunteers - Attorney Rahrick reviewed no one should ever feel obligated to volunteer time to the City of Medford.

Trespassing – Attorney Rahrick stated Liquor Store employees have the right to refuse service to any patron.

Council Procedures – Attorney Rahrick review the procedures document and noted the changes needed. The final document will be brought to Council at the May meeting for consideration.

City Engineer – none.

Fire Department – Chief Hager stated the newly hired firefighters had completed their final training. 8 of the new hires completed all training. Chief Hager thanked the families and the new fire fighters for the dedication and hard work.

Mayor – none.

City Administrator – 


Public Works Update – Administrator Petersen presented a memo.


Juneteenth Holiday – Council consensus is to officially recognize Juneteenth as a paid holiday when the State of Minnesota formally recognizes the holiday.


Health Insurance/HSA Contributions - Administrator Petersen recommended Council increase the City’s contribution to family health insurance from $900 to $1200 per month. Petersen also recommended Council increase the City’s contribution to single employees’ HSA from $1000 to $2000 and family employees from $2000 to $4000 for 2023. Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to approve Petersen’s recommendations. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Clerk – 


Financial Update – Clerk Jackson presented a memo.


Pool Employees – Clerk Jackson presented a memo recommending the hiring of the pool employees/wages as follow:

Pool Manager



Morgan Langeslag

Assistant Pool Manger


Tate Hermes

Returning Lifeguard/WSI

Clara Kniefel




Returning Lifeguard/WSI

Peyton Ristau


Returning Lifeguard/WSI

Grace Keller



Returning Lifeguard


Aiden Ahrens

Returning Lifeguard


Meghan Amberg

New Lifeguard



Jade Laue

New Lifeguard



Olivia Ward

New Lifeguard



Mason Degrood

New Lifeguard



Bennett Stinocher

2023 Pool Season Staff Wages:    

 
Pool Manager $17.50/hour

Assistant Pool Manager $14.50/hour

WSI & Teach Lessons $14.00/hour

Returning Lifeguard $13.50/hour

New Lifeguard $13.00/hour

Motion by Sorensen, seconded by Merritt to approve Jackson’s recommendation for the 2023 pool season. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to pay the 2nd half of the cost of certification for returning lifeguards. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Regular City Council Meeting – May 22, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Minutes approved at ____________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ___________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ______________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting
May 22, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen, Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, Brandon Theobald, Rick Hager and Abby Schmidt.

Others attending were Malonna Krogh, Jamey Krogh, Dyann Reinhard, Kay Fate, Marie Sexton, Tyler Jendro, Erin Sammon, John Anhorn, Ben Maas, Mathias Heinirchs, Matt Mullenbach, Dan Snider, Ollie Schmidt, Judy Bauer, Jason Winter, and Rachel Heinrichs.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the General Public and Organization – Mayor Thomas stated the bonding bill passed with 4.5 million dollars being awarded to the City of Medford for a wastewater plant connection to Owatonna.

Agenda – add Item H to City Administrator, Easter Weekend Review of Municipal Liquor Store.
Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the amended agenda. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Audit Presentation- Abby Schmidt with ABDO went over the 2022 Financial Audit Statements. Abby gave a brief recap of how all the funds did for 2022. The cash balance of the water fund increased slightly. The cash balance of the sewer fund increased slightly.

Colonial Life Presentation – Tyler Jendro gave a brief presentation of insurance coverages Colonial Life could provide for the City of Medford. Council consensus is to have a discussion with Colonial Life at a later date when the City starts planning for 2024.
Erin Sammon – Straight River Days – Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to have the Straight River Days Civic Club pool part be free of charge. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a council member requests separate action.

Approval of the April 19, 2023 special council minutes, the April 23, 2023 Board of Appeal and Equalization minutes, and the April 24, 2023 regular council minutes.

Approval of the April and May city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the April check register numbers E4737-E4792, 17057-17083, and 50894-50977.
Approval of LMCIT liability coverage – Waiver form.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Mayor’s Report – 


Motion by Merritt, seconded by Helgeson to discontinue the commissioner roles for Council members. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Liquor Store Sale Discussion – Council had a brief discussion about possibly selling the liquor store. Council consensus was to discuss this at a later date.
Planning & Zoning – 


Food Truck Ordinance – Council made a few changes to the ordinance. Changes will be brought back to Planning and Zoning for a public hearing to be held.

EDA – Council member Mueller stated the EDA Board would like to still go forward with the LED sign. 

City Attorney – 


City Council Rules and Procedures – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the Council Rules and Procedures. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Engineer – 


2023 Street Improvement Project Change Order #1 – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to approve Change Order #1. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Administrator –


Public Works Updates – Administrator Petersen presented a memo.


On Call Service – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve CCS call service beginning June 1st or as soon as possible. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Resolution 2023-06 Temporary Extension of Premises – Liquor Store Parking Lot - motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-06. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Resolution 2023-07 Temporary Extension of Premises, Patio Area between Liquor Store and Old Fire Hall – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-07. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Resolution 2023-08 Temporary Extension of Premises, Straight River Days Street Dance – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-08. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Ordinance 2023-01 An Ordinance Amending Section 8.01 of the Medford Zoning Code Governing Snow Removal – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to approve Ordinance 2023-01. Merritt aye, Mueller aye, Helgeson aye, Sorensen aye, Thomas nay. Motion carried.


Old Fire Hall Rental/Usage – Council discussed if there should be a fee associated with using the old fire hall. Council consensus was to leave it free of charge.

Easter Weekend Review – Administrator Petersen presented a memo detailing everything that went on in the Medford Liquor Store over Easter weekend. No action was taken by Council
City Clerk – 


City Financial Update – Clerk Jackson presented a memo.

Fire Department – 


Rick Hager’s Resignation as Fire Chief – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to accept Chief Hager’s resignation as Fire Chief effective December 31, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to adjourn the regular city council meeting at 8:49 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Special City Council Meeting – Monday June 26, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday June 26, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Minutes approved at ________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by _____________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _________________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting

June 14, 2023

5:30 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were: none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Jed Petersen and Elizabeth Jackson.

Others attending were Malonna Krogh, Jamey Krogh, Jason Winter, Marie Sexton, John Anhorn, Bryan Duncan, and Andrew Miller.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
EDA LED Sign – motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the LED sign for up to $25,000.00. Thomas aye, Mueller aye, Sorensen aye, Helgeson aye, Merritt nay. Motion carried.

Jed Petersen’s Resignation – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to accept Jed Petersen’s resignation effective June 19, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Hiring of City Administrator – motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to promote Elizabeth Jackson to City Administrator at an annual salary of $86,902.40 effective June 15, 2023, with a raise in 6 months based on a positive performance evaluation. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Hiring of Part Time Bartenders – motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to post and hire up to 3-part time bartenders at $12.09 per hour. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Lead Bartender – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to promote Angela Bohlman to Lead Bartender at $14.91 per hour effective June 19, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Volunteers for Straight River Days – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the volunteer list for Straight River Days and for all volunteers to complete the waiver form for the City of Medford. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Barbeau Meeting Recap – Mayor Thomas gave a brief recap of the meeting with the Barbeau family. Thomas presented option for Council to approve installing a new fence. Council consensus was to discuss at the next regular council meeting.

Hiring Part Time City Hall- motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to post and hire a part time office assistant for up to 30 hours per week at $18.04 per hour. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
Hiring of Public Works Lead – motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to promote James Krogh to Public Works Lead at $28.12 per hour effective June 19, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
Water Contract Operator – motion Merritt, seconded by Helgeson to hire Rick Olson for 2-4 hours a week for 2-4 weeks or as long as needed at $50.00 per hour plus mileage to train public works staff on the operations of the water and wastewater plant. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to adjourn the special council meeting at 6:20 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Approved at _________________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ______________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ___________________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting

June 26, 2023

6:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Sorensen, Helgeson, and Merritt.

Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson

Others attending were Marie Sexton.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The purpose of tonight’s meeting is to discuss the 2024 levy increase percentage.
Administrator Jackson presented a memo showing a comparison of different percentage rate increases for the 2024 levy.

Administrator Jackson answered several questions from Council members.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Helgeson to set the levy increase for 2024 at 6% and set the EDA levy at $0. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to adjourn the special council meeting at 6:31 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ___________________________________meeting.

Submitted by _______________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ___________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting
June 26, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, and Brandon Theobald.

Others in attendance were Marie Sexton, Scott Limberg, John Anhorn, Bryan Duncan, Alexia Mechura, Brian Mechura, Rob Barbeau, and Kay Fate.

Mayor Nelson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the General Public/Organizations – none.

Agenda – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Mechura Basement Claim – Brian Mechura gave Council an update on the cost of repairs. Motion by Merritt, seconded by Helgeson for the City of Medford to pay the contractor directly up to $12,000 for repairs to Mechura’s basement. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – Agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member requests a separate action.

Approval of the May 22, 2023 regular council minutes and the June 14, 2023 special council minutes.

Approval of the May and June city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the May check register numbers E4751-E4828, 17084-17111, and 50978-51050.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
Mayor Reports – 


KC Hall – the owner has no interest in selling the building at this time.


New City Hall Procedures vs. Old Procedures – Mayor Thomas stated residents need to call City Hall and talk to the Administrator with issues and questions.


Jones Greenspace Discussion – Mayor Thomas stated residents had approached him about purchasing the Jones Greenspace (Parcel #16-017-1101) from the City of Medford. Motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to offer the Jones Greenspace to the public for bids. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

 EDA Board – Council member presented the minutes from the last EDA meeting.

City Attorney – Attorney Rahrick reminded all Council members that they need to complete City of Medford data sheets for anything they want put on a Council meeting agenda.

City Engineer – Engineer Theobald gave a brief update to Council regarding the street project and the bonding for the connection to Owatonna.

Liquor Store – 


Roof Repair Study – Council member Merritt will check with Schwickert’s to obtain a copy of the roof study that was previously completed.

Straight River Days Recap – Total gate sales were $4070 and bar sales were4 $9994.


Barbeau Fence – Mayor Thomas will obtain new quotes for an 8-foot fence and bring to the next council meeting.

City Administrator – 


Veteran’s Memorial – Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to allow Chad Langeslag to maintain and upkeep the Medford Veteran’s Memorial. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Ordinance 2023-02, An Ordinance Amending Chapter 3 of the Medford Zoning Code – tabled until the next Council meeting.


Wastewater Plant Contract Operator Agreement – Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Andrew Fischer’s contract. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Citizen Complaint Policy – the City Administrator will keep track of how many complaints the City of Medford receives for the next 6 months to determine whether the policy needs to be changed.


City Financial Report/Updates – Administrator Jackson presented a memo. Council consensus is to allow the employees to decide if they want to work or use vacation time for July 3, 2023. 

Fire Department – none.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to adjourn the regular city council meeting at 8:45 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Special City Council Meeting – Monday, July 24, 2023, 6:00 p.m.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, July 24, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Minutes approved at ________________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by __________________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _____________________________________________________________Mayor.

Special Council Meeting 

July 10, 2023

6:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, and Sorensen.

Members absent were Helgeson.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson and Mark Rahrick.

Others attending were Marie Sexton, Denise Halvorson, Lori Knorr, Dawn Stadler, Theresa Wetmore, Carol Strusz, Kathy Fedder, Stan Frank, Mary Brandvold, Todd Nelson, Judy Oeltjenbruns, Kris Maas, Josh Ihlenfeld, Jason Brandvold, Joe Round, and Verna Strusz.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

The purpose of tonight’s meeting is to discuss concerns and issues with the Todd Nelson Development.

Several residents asked Todd Nelson questions about the plans for the development site. 

Council requested Administrator Jackson and Engineer Theobald do a walk-through of the development site.

Council requested Administrator Jackson obtain information about rental inspections from Steele County.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to adjourn the special meeting at 7:21 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at the ______________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ____________________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting

July 24, 2023

6:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, and Sorensen.

Members absent were Helgeson.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson.

Others attending were Marie Sexton and Matt Rohman.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.

Agenda – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Water & Sewer Rate – Administrator Jackson presented a memo. Administrator Jackson recommended Council raise the water rate to $5.00/1000 gallons and the sewer rate to $9.00/1000 gallons effective on the August utility billing cycle.

Ordinance 2023-03 An Ordinance Amending Section 2.65 Master Fee Schedule of the Medford City Code – motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to approve Ordinance 2023-03. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Resolution 2023-09 A Resolution Approving the Publication of Ordinance by Title and Summary – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve Resolution 2023-09. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
2024 Preliminary Budget and Levy.

Administrator Jackson presented a memo explaining the significant changes made for the 2023 budget. All changes over $1000 were explained.

2024 levy is proposed at $778,485.00.

2024 Proposed Preliminary Levy


General Fund 

$628,460.00


Fire Relief

$22,500.00


2014 Central Ave
$19,250.00


2021 Main Street
$91,132.00


2018 Street Project
$17,143.00


Total

$778,485.00

Total levy increase is 6.0% over 2023.

No action will be taken on the preliminary budget and levy. Final approval of the preliminary budget and levy will be at the August 28, 2023 regular City Council meeting.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to adjourn the special council meeting at 6:32 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ____________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ___________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _____________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting

July 24, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Merritt, and Sorensen.

Members absent were Helgeson.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, Brandon Theobald, and Chad Langeslag.

Others attending were Marie Sexton, John Anhorn, Jason Winter, Chris Ditlevson, Bernie LaCanne, Bernie LaCanne Jr, Theresa Wetmore, Carol Strusz, Denise Halvorson, Dawn Stadler, Kris Maas, Stan Frank, Jason Brandvold, Josh Ihlenfeld, Kay Fate, Rob Barbeau, Judy Bauer, Mary Brandvold, Matt Mullenbach, and Greg Sanborn.
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the General Public/Organizations – Bernie LaCanne asked City Council to consider connecting the Lazy U to the sewer connection to the City of Owatonna. Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to have WHKS compile the cost to add the Lazy U to the connection plan. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Agenda – Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Steele Waseca Substation – Matt Rohman went through the idea of a possible substation by Medford Senior Care. 

City Engineer – 


Jones Greenspace – Engineer Theobald presented pictures and the certificate of survey for the Jones Greenspace. Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to put the Jones Addition Greenspace up for bid. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Todd Nelson Development – Engineer Theobald went thru the punch list of items that need to be addressed at the development site. Motion by Thomas, seconded by Merritt to have Engineer Theobald get the MCPA involved in getting the development site into compliance. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Todd Nelson 3rd Phase Approval – Mr. Nelson was not in attendance. No action was taken by Council.
Consent Agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a council member requests separate action.

Approval of the June 26, 2023 special and regular council meeting minutes and the July 10, 2023 special council meeting minutes.

Approval of the June and July city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the June check register numbers E4798-E4871, 17112-17152, and 51051-51124.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Planning & Zoning Board – 


Chairman Langeslag presented the recommendations to Council.


Ordinance 2023-04 An Ordinance Creating Section 7.20 of the Medford City Code Regulating Mobile Food Carts and Mobile Food Vehicles – motion by Sorensen, seconded by Merritt to approve Ordinance 2023-04. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Resolution 2023-11 A Resolution Approving Publication of Ordinance by Title and Summary – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-11. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Thomas, seconded by Merritt to hold a public hearing for Ordinance 2023-05 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 4 of the Medford Code Governing Parcels in Excess of 10 Acres, with adding an exception to the Ordinance that buildings cannot exceed a height of 35 feet. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Thomas, seconded by Sorensen that any further development on a 10-acre or bigger lot would need have City services connected. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
EDA Report – the new LED sign is in progress of being installed.

Liquor Store Manager – 


Administrator Jackson gave a brief update on the liquor store operations.

City Attorney – 


Ordinance 2023-02 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 3 of the Medford Zoning Code – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve Ordinance 2023-02. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Mayor – 


Barbeau Fence Quotes – Motion by Thomas, seconded by Merritt to authorize the quote from Shane Wutschke to install the new fence. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Administrator – 


Ordinance 2023-06 An Ordinance Amending Section 2.65 Master Fee Schedule of the Medford City Code – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Ordinance 2023-06. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Resolution 2023-10 A Resolution Approving the Publication of Ordinance by Title and Summary – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-10. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Public Works/General City Updates – Administrator Jackson presented a memo to Council on the City activities for the previous month.


Christmas Lights Purchase – motion by Sorensen, seconded by Mueller to authorize the purchase of new Christmas lights up to $4,000. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Plow Truck Purchase – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to authorize the purchase of a new plow truck up to $100,000 with John Anhorn inspected the vehicle before purchase. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Snow blower/Sweeper Purchase – tabled until more quotes are received from the City Administrator.

Councilmember Merritt – 

Medford Liquor Store Roof – Councilmember Merritt presented information he obtained from a previous study down on the Liquor Store Roof.

Fire Department – 


Yearly Service Pension Amount Increase – Motion by Thomas, seconded by Thomas to increase the yearly service pension amount b $2500 effective January 1, 2024. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, August 28, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to adjourn the regular city council meeting at 8:52 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ___________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ____________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular Council Meeting

August 28, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, Helgeson, and Sorensen.

Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, Brandon Theobald, and Chad Langeslag.

Others attending were Jason Winter, Bernie LaCanne, John Anhorn, Marie Sexton, Kay Fate, Josh Ihlenfeld, Scott Limberg, and Kris Maas.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Request from the General Public/Organizations – none.

Agenda – motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Approval of 2024 Preliminary Budget – motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the 2024 preliminary budget. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Resolution 2023-13 Resolution Adopting 2024 Preliminary Tax Levy – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to approve Resolution 2023-13. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a council member requests separate action.

Approval of the July 24, 2023 special and regular council meeting minutes.
Approval of the July and August city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the July check register numbers E4834-E4913, 17153-17204, and 51125-51201.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Planning & Zoning – 


Ordinance 2023-05 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 4 of the Medford City Code Governing Parcels in Excess of 10 acres – motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve Ordinance 2023-05. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Resolution 2023-12 A Resolution Approving the Publication of Ordinance by Title and Summary – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-12. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

EDA Report – Council member Mueller presented the EDA minutes from the last meeting.

City Engineer – 


Lazy U Sewer Connection – Engineer Theobald presented an Escrow Agreement between the City of Medford and the Lazy U. Motion by Thomas, seconded by Helgeson to sign the Escrow Agreement if the Lazy U agrees and sign the agreement. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Nelson Development – Engineer Theobald presented an email from the MPCA as to what they required of the Nelson Development to be brought into compliance.


Steele Waseca Substation Request – Engineer Theobald and Administrator Jackson are to reach out to Steele Waseca to determine exactly what piece of land they want for the substation.


WWTP Connection Update – Engineer Theobald stated the engineering contract would be presented for Council approval at the September Council meeting.

Liquor Store Manager – 


Administrator Jackson presented a memo recommending the hiring of three part time bartenders each at $12.09/hour. Administrator Jackson and Manager Heinrichs recommended Council hire Jennifer Amberg, Naomi Sanow, and Brian Louks effective September 1, 2023. Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the hiring of the three bartenders. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

City Attorney – 


Ordinance 2023-07 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 3.15 of the Medford City Code Governing Private Water and Sewer Systems – Administrator Jackson will post the Ordinance 2023-07 for 10 days in Medford City Hall. Council will vote on the Ordinance 2023-07 at the September Council meeting.


Ordinance 2023-08 An Ordinance Creating Section 11.30 of the Medford City Code Regulating Use of Cannabis on Public Property – tabled until the September Council meeting.

Mayor – 


Mayor Thomas recognized Senator Jasinski for all the work he did helping the City of Medford with obtaining bond funds from the State of Minnesota for the WWTP Connection.
City Administrator – 


Jones Greenspace Request for Proposals – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to advertise the Jones Greenspace request for proposals with a closing date of September 15, 2023. Thomas voted aye, Mueller voted aye, Helgeson voted aye, Sorensen voted aye, Merritt voted nay. Motion carried.

Cintas Proposal – Administrator Jackson presented a memo. Cintas will provide uniforms for the public works staff beginning January 1, 2024.

Central Park Pavilion Roof – Administrator Jackson presented two quotes. Administrator Jackson stated the Central Park Pavilion Roof would be replaced Piepho Roofing for the cost of $2084.77.

Public Works/City General Updates – Administrator Jackson presented a memo.

John Deer Quote – tabled until the September Council meeting.

Public Works Hours – Administrator Jackson presented a memo. Administrator Jackson stated public works hours would be Monday-Thursday from 6am – 3pm and Friday from 6am – noon. Administrator Jackson will update Council at the September Council meeting about how the new hours are going.

Ash Tree Removal Quotes – Administrator Jackson stated Ellingson Tree Service would be removing the dead Ash trees at Straight River Park for the cost of $4650.00.

BMI Pay Request #1 for $214,300.67 – motion by Thomas, seconded by Helgeson to approve BMI Pay Request #1. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Council member Mueller – 


Councilmember Mueller presented a memo to Council. Mueller’s memo addressed hiring a part time “on call” office assistant and public works worker instead of just hiring part time position. Council consensus was to discuss this option further later.

Fire Department – none.
Special City Council Meeting – September 25, 2023, 5:30 p.m.

Regular City Council Meeting – September 25, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Minutes approved at ________________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by _____________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ________________________________________________________Mayor.

Special City Council Meeting

September 25, 2023

5:30 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Helgeson, Merritt, and Sorensen.

Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Brandon Theobald, and Mike Bubany.

Others attending were Marie Sexton, Emma Nollenberger, and Jason Winter.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss the financing of the wastewater treatment plant connection to the City of Owatonna and to discuss the capital expenditure plan.

Engineer Theobald discussed the possible financing options for the wastewater connection and the timetable of the project. A public meeting will be scheduled to explain these details to the Medford Community.

Capital Expenditures Discussion - Mike Bubany, David Drown & Associates presented the Capital Expenditures plan to Council. Several major projects were discussed and Bubany showed the costs, taxes and impact on the City.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to adjourn the special council meeting at 6:49 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at _____________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by _________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _______________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting
September 25, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, Sorensen, and Helgeson.
Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Ben Cass, and Brandon Theobald.

Others attending were Emma Nollenberger, Jason Winter, John Anhorn, Dan Simon, Kay Fate, Marie Sexton, and Greg Sanborn.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the Public/Organizations- none.

Agenda – add item L, snow plowing, item M, Safety Signs, and item N, City Hall part time help under City Administrator. Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the amended agenda. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Relief Association Bingo and Horseracing - Dan Simon gave a brief update to City Council regarding the Medford Relief Association having bingo and horseracing at the Medford Liquor Store. Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve bingo and horseracing at the Medford Liquor Store. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Steele Waseca Substation – Administrator Jackson gave a brief update. Steele Waseca has expressed interest in purchasing the piece of land the Medford City Shop is located at. Steele Waseca will bring more information to the next city council meeting.
Consent agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member requests separate action.

Approval of the August 28, 2023 regular council meeting minutes.

Approval of the August and September city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the August check register numbers E4881-E4944, 17205-17254, and 51202-51299.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Zoning Board – The Zoning Board recommended City Council approve the lot split of parcel 16-008-2020. Motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to approve the lot split. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
EDA Board – did not meet.

City Engineer – 


Municipal Liquor Store Floor – Engineer Theobald stated a quote package for the repairs would be presented at a future council meeting.


Engineering Contract WWTP Connection – Motion by Muller, seconded by Thomas to approve the $895,000.00 engineering contract. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve the $66,000.00 engineering contract. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Todd Nelson Development Update – Engineer Theobald will follow up with the work being done on the development.

Liquor Store Manager – none.

City Attorney – none.

Mayor – none.

City Administrator – 


Ordinance 2023-08 An Ordinance Creating Section 11.30 of the Medford City Code Regulating Use of Cannabis on Public Property – tabled until more State of Minnesota direction is received.


Ordinance 2023-07 An Ordinance Amending Chapter 3.15 of the Medford City Code Governing Private Water and Sewer Systems – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Ordinance 2023-07. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Jones Greenspace – Motion by Merritt, seconded by Helgeson to have the City Attorney draft a purchase agreement between the City of Medford and Marvin Purrier for $5000.00 for the sale of the Jones Greenspace to Marvin Purrier. Thomas nay, Mueller yes, Merritt yes, Sorensen yes, Helgeson yes. Motion carried.

Public Works Hours – motion by Sorensen, seconded by Helgeson to make the Public Works hours 6am-3pm Monday thru Thursday and 6am-noon on Fridays permanently. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


General Updates – Administrator Jackson presented a memo.


John Deere Equipment Purchase – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to purchase the John Deere Equipment with the quoted trade INS for $48,500.00. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Truth in Taxation Meeting- Administrator Jackson stated the Truth in Taxation meeting would be held at Medford City Hall on December 18, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.


BMI Pay Request #2 – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to approve pay request #2 for $162,093.75. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Quotes for Medford Pool Updates – tabled until the next City Council meeting.


City Administrator PTO – tabled until a later council meeting.


Fire Hydrants – motion by Thomas, seconded by Merritt to authorize the City Administrator to purchase new fire hydrants up to $16,000.00. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Snow Plowing – Administrator Jackson stated a letter needed to be sent out to residents stating snow plowing and parking during snow events. Council consensus is for the City Administrator and City Attorney draft a letter and send to residents.

Safety Signs- Administrator Jackson presented options for purchasing “slow down children at play” signs. Council consensus was to talk to Steele County Sheriff’s Department again about individuals speeding through town.


Part Time City Hall – Council consensus was to postpone hiring anyone until January 1, 2024.

Fire Department – none.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, October 23, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to adjourn the regular city council meeting at 9:02p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ___________________________________________Meeting.

Submitted by ____________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _______________________________________________________Mayor.

Special Council Meeting

October 11, 2023

6:30 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were Mueller and Merritt.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Miles Brannan Resignation – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to accept Miles Brannan’s resignation effective October 6, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Part Time Public Works Posting- motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to post a part time public works worker position at $19.20 per hour. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to adjourn the special city council meeting at 6:41 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ______________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ___________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _______________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting

October 23, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Merritt, Mueller, Sorensen, and Helgeson.

Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, and Brandon Theobald.

Others attending were Jason Winter, Kay Fate, Judy Bauer, Marie Sexton, Nick Goodnature, Mark Ristau, Kelly Markham, Mike Prondzinski, Rich Kurcera, Rich Hager, John Anhorn, and Maddie Hessian.
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the General Public/Organizations – none.

Agenda – Add Steele County Public Health after agenda approval, remove Steele Waseca Substation Update, add City Administrator PTO to end of agenda, move Mayor comments to before Committee Reports.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the agenda as amended. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried. 

Steele County Public Health presentation.

 Code Violation Hearing – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to issue a $50.00 administrative fine for code violation. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member requests separate action.

Approval of the September 25, 2023 special and regular council meeting minutes and the October 11, 2023 special council meeting minutes.
Approval of the September and October city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the September check register numbers E4959-E5010, 17308-17340, and 51388-51440.

Approval of Resolution 2023-15 A Resolution Accepting Donation from John & Shirley Hager in the amount of $500.00 for the Medford Municipal Complex

Approval of Resolution 2023-16 A Resolution Accepting Donation from Vernon & Diane Wheeler in memory of John in the amount of $25.00 for the Medford Municipal Complex

Approval of Resolution 2023-17 A Resolution Accepting Donation from Shirley Hager in memory of John Hager in the amount of $250.00 for the Medford Veteran’s Memorial

Approval of Resolution 2023-18 A Resolution Accepting Donation from Bernadette Weber in memory of Robert Weber in the amount of $250.00 for the Medford Veteran’s Memorial

Approval of Resolution 2023-19 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MARC in the amount of $200.00 for the Medford Park Trail

Approval of Resolution 2023-20 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MARC in the amount of $1000.00 for the Medford Park Trail

Approval of Resolution 2023-21 A Resolution Accepting Donation from Marie Sexton in the amount of $161.81 for tree spraying in Medford Straight River Park

Approval of Resolution 2023-22 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MARC in the amount of $3000.00 for the Medford Park Trail

Approval of Resolution 2023-23 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MARC in the amount of $1000.00 for the Medford Park Trail

Approval of Resolution 2023-24 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MARC in the amount of $3300.00 for the Medford Park Trail

Approval of Resolution 2023-25 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MN DNR in the amount of $11000.00 for the Medford Park Trail.

Approval of Resolution 2023-26 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MN DNR in the amount of $955.63 for the Medford Park Trail.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Mayor - 

Fire Department Discussion – Council consensus was to allow the Medford Fire Department continue their process for recommending a new Fire Chief.


Lazy U Annexation – Council consensus was to not require annexation by the Lazy U to potentially hook up sewer to Medford.

Planning & Zoning – did not meet.

EDA Board – Motion by Mueller, seconded by Thomas to split the cost and revenue with the City and EDA for Limberg Productions to manage the new EDA Sign. Thomas voted aye, Mueller voted aye, Sorensen voted aye, Merritt voted nay, Helgeson voted nay. Motion carried.

City Engineer – 


Engineer Thoebald stated the letters had gone out to Medford residents regarding the Wastewater Treatment Plant Connection meetings to be held in November. There is also a website.

City Attorney – none.

City Administrator - 
Resolution 2023-27 Designating Polling Places for the 2024 Primary and General Elections – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-27. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
Resolution 2023-14 A Resolution Authorizing the City of Medford to Submit Information to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority and to enter into a grant Agreement with MPFA – motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to approve Resolution 2023-14. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Public Works/General Updates – Administrator Jackson presented a memo.

Rachel Heinrichs Resignation – Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to accept Heinrichs resignation. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Part Time Assistant Bar Lead – Motion by Sorensen, seconded by Merritt to raise Angela Bohlman’s wage to $16.83 per hour effective November 6, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to hire Nola Olson as a part time assistant bar lead at $14.91 per hour. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to authorize the City Administrator to hire and terminate part time employees for current City positions. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Health Insurance Premiums – Administrator Jackson recommended Council consider paying the entire health insurance premium for single and family coverage. Council consensus was for the employee handbook to be revised for these changes and brought to the next Council meeting for approval.
HSA Contributions – Administrator Jackson recommend Council contribute $2000 for single and $4000 for family into City Employee HSA accounts. Council consensus was for the employee handbook to be revised for these changes and brought to the next Council meeting for approval. 

Part Time Employee Sick Time- Administrator Jackson presented a memo outlining the new part time employee sick time laws that go into effect January 1, 2024. Council consensus was to go forward with option 2, which would give all part time employees 48 hours of paid sick time for immediate use at the start of each year; any used hours would be paid out at year-end. City Attorney Rahrich will get the policies and procedures drafted and brought to the next City Council meeting for approval. 
Ordinance 2023-xx An Ordinance Amending Section 2.65 Master Fee Schedule of the Medford City Code – Administrator Jackson presented a memo highlighting what the new utility bills would be with a 30% increase to the sewer charges. Council consensus was to have a special work session on November 9, 2023.

Part Time Office Assistant – Administrator Jackson recommended Council hire Kathleen Conway at $18.04 per hour effective November 7, 2023. Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the hiring of Kathleen Conway. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Council Member Mueller – 


City Administrator PTO Payout - Council member Mueller stated a decision needed to be made regarding the City Administrator’s unused PTO.  Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to pay out the Administrator’s unused paid time off at the end of 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Fire Department – the badging ceremony has been completed for the new firefighters.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, November 27, 2023, 7:00 p.m.
Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to adjourn the regular council meeting at 8:53 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Minutes approved at ______________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ____________________________________________City Administrator.

Signed by ____________________________________________________Mayor.

Special Council Meetings

November 1, 2023

5:30 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Fire Hall

Members present were Thomas, Helgeson, and Mueller.

Members absent were Sorensen and Merritt.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson and Brandon Theobald.

Others attending were Betty Quiring, Jean Gillis, Ron and Sharon Myrick, John Anhorn, Toni Olson, Philip Heim, Cathi Gasner, Michelle Shaw, Dennis Fox, Marie Sexton, and Rich Quiring.

Mayor Thomas called the meetings to order.

The purpose of tonight’s meetings was to discuss with the public the wastewater plant connection to the City of Owatonna.

Engineer Theobald gave a presentation at both meetings and answered several questions from residents.
Council took no action at this meeting.

Meetings adjourned.

Minutes approved at _____________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by __________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by ____________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular City Council Meeting

November 27, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hall

Members present were Thomas, Mueller, Sorensen, Helgeson, and Merritt.

Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson, Mark Rahrick, and Brandon Theobald.

Others in attendance were Jason Winter, Chad Langeslag, Bernie LaCanne, Mary Stanley, Judy Bauer, Dyann Reinhard, John Anhorn, Marie Sexton, Jenny Amberg, Greg Sanborn, Ben Maas, Michael Prondzinski, Kay Fate, Nick Goodnature, Mark Ristau, Bo Noble, Rich Kucera, Tavis Nowak, Matthew Mullenbach, Rick Hager, Tim Amberg, Dennis Fox, Darren Hagen, and Charles Wobbrock.
Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from the General Public/Organizations – Charles Wobbrock addressed Council will several concerns. These concerns were taken under advisement by City staff.
Agenda – remove Steele Waseca substation update from the agenda. Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the agenda as amended. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
Consent Agenda – Agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member requests. 

Approval of the October 24, 2023 special and regular council meeting minutes.
Approval of the October and November city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the October check register numbers E4959-E5010, 17308-17340, and 51388-51440.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Zoning Board – Chad Langeslag gave Council an update on items the Zoning Board is working on, including accessory building rules.

EDA Board – John Anhorn stated the EDA Board had a quick meeting regarding updated software needed for the digital sign.

City Engineer – 


Lazy U Connection – a revised escrow agreement was presented.

Final Pay Request – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Merritt to approve the final pay request from BMI. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Liquor Store – Engineer Theobald presented a memo from the structural engineer regarding the Municipal Liquor Store. Motion by Merritt, seconded by Helgeson to obtain three bids for the repairs. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.
City Attorney – 


Rental Inspection Ordinance – Attorney Rahrick presented a draft rental inspection ordinance. The draft ordinance will be posted at City Hall and discussed at the December Council meeting.


ESST Policy – Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to adopt the ESST policy presented by Attorney Rahrick. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Mayor – 


City Administrator Evaluation – Council consensus was to allow the Mayor and Councilmember Mueller conduct the City Administrator’s performance evaluation.

City Administrator – 


PW/General Updates – Administrator Jackson presented a memo.


H.S.A. Handbook Updates – motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the H.S.A. updates to the handbook. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Health Insurance Premiums Handbook Updates – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the insurance premiums handbook updates. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


End of Year Pool Memo – Administrator Jackson presented a memo.


Ordinance 2023-08 An Ordinance Amending Section 2.65 Master Fee Schedule of the Medford City Code – motion by Thomas, seconded by Merritt to approve Ordinance 2023-08. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Fire Hydrants – motion by Helgeson, seconded by Sorensen to authorize Administrator Jackson to spend up to $22,000 to replace the two inoperable fire hydrants. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Pool Repair Quotes – Motion by Merritt, seconded by Sorensen to award the quote to Thatcher Pools for the mechanical room for $57,411.08, and to award the quote to Sundays Off for the pool edging and ladders for $33,000.00. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Halvorsen Lease – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve the Halvorsen lease for the compost site. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Holiday/Meeting Schedules – Administrator Jackson presented a memo.

Liquor Store/City Hall Cleaning Services – motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to authorize the liquor store employees and Shari Stromme to clean the liquor store and city hall. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Liquor Store Hours New Year’s Eve – motion by Thomas, seconded by Helgeson to allow the Medford Liquor Store to remain open until 1 am on Sunday, December 31, 2023. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Fire Department – 


2024 Township Contracts – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the 2024 Township Fire Contracts. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Fire Chief Recommendation – motion by Thomas, seconded by Merritt to approve the recommendation of Craig Helgeson for Fire Chief effective January 1, 2024. Thomas voted aye, Merritt voted aye, Mueller voted aye, Sorensen voted aye, Helgeson abstained. Motion carried.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to adjourn the regular city council meeting at 8:28 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Truth in Taxation Meeting – Monday, December 18, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, December 18, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Minutes approved at ____________________________________________meeting.

Submitted by ______________________________________________________City Clerk.

Signed by _______________________________________________________________Mayor.

Regular Council Meeting

December 18, 2023

7:00 p.m.

City Hal

Members present were Thomas, Langeslag, Merritt, Mueller and Bartlett.

Members absent were none.

City staff and consultants in attendance were Elizabeth Jackson and Mark Rahrick.

Others attending were Jason Winter, Marie Sexton, Kay Fate, Renae Keppers, and Shane Zabel.

Mayor Thomas called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance.

Concerns/Requests from General Public/Organizations – none.

Agenda – add item iii under City Attorney, Resolution 2023-36. Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve the agenda as amended. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Truth in Taxation Hearing

Administrator Jackson presented the 2024 Final Levy.

General Fund

$613,722

Fire Relief

$22,500

2014 Central Ave
$19,250

2021 Main Street
$91,132

2018 Street Project
$17,143

Total


$763,797

This is a 4.0% increase over the 2023 overall levy.

Administrator Jackson reviewed the 2024 budget and levy increases.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to open the Truth in Taxation hearing at 7:04 p.m.

Public Comments – none.

Motion by Mueller, seconded by Helgeson to close the Truth in Taxation hearing at 7:05 p.m.

Resolution 2023-28 Adopting 2024 Final Levy – motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to approve Resolution 2023-28. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Helgeson, seconded by Mueller to approve the 2024 City Budget. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve the 2024 Employee Compensation. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Consent Agenda – agenda items are approved by one motion unless a Council member requests separate action.

Approval of the November 27, 2023 regular council minutes and the November 1, 2023 special council minutes.
Approval of the November and December city and liquor store bills.

Approval of the November check register numbers E4991-E5040, 17341-17372, and 51441-51500.

Resolution 2023-32 Accepting Donation from the Medford Fire Relief Association in the amount of $100,000.00 for the Medford Fire Department Truck & Equipment Fund.

Resolution 2023-29 Accepting Donation from the Medford Fire Relief Association for $10,000.00 for the Medford Pool.

Resolution 2023-30 Accepting Donation from the Medford Fire Relief Association for $5000.00 for the Medford Swimming Pool

Resolution 2023-31 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MARC for $3000.00 for the Medford Park Trail

Resolution 2023-33 A Resolution Accepting Donation from MN DRN for $4950.00 for the Medford Fire Department.

Motion by Merritt, seconded by Helgeson to approve the consent agenda as presented. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

EDA Board – none

Zoning Board – none.

City Attorney – 


Resolution 2023-34 A Resoluti8on Relating to Procedures for Appointing a Person to Fil the Vacant Council Position – motion by Mueller, seconded by Merritt to approve Resolution 2023-34. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


Ordinance 2023-09 An Ordinance Amending Section 7.03 of the Medford Code Governing Registration and Regulation of Rental Units – tabled by Council.


Resolution 2023-36 A Resolution Approving Publication of Ordinance by Title and Summary – tabled by Council.

City Engineer – Administrator Jackson presented an email from Engineer Theobald updating Council on the wastewater treatment plant connection and the Municipal Liquor Store improvements.

Fire Department – brief update.

Mayor – 


School Speed Limit Update – Mayor Thomas gave an update on the meeting that was held to discuss the speed limit by the Medford School.


EDA Sign – Mayor Thomas gave an update on the EDA Sign and the lighting changes that were made.

City Administrator –


Resolution 2023-35 Certifying Unpaid Utility Bills to Steele County – motion by Merritt, seconded by Mueller to approve Resolution 2023-35. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.


General Updates – Administrator Jackson presented a memo.


Organizational Meeting – Administrator Jackson stated the meeting would be January 3, 2024 at 6:00 p.m.
Motion by Mueller, seconded by Sorensen to adjourn the regular city council meeting at 7:44 p.m. All members voted aye for approval. Motion carried.

Organizational Meeting – Wednesday, January 3, 2024, 6:00 p.m.

Regular City Council Meeting – Monday, January 22, 2024, 7:00 p.m.

